CRU SE ANNGOUNCEMENT
Charter Vessel Vesteraalen (Cruise 2002-01)

AREA AND PERI GD OF OPERATI ON

The fishing vessel FV Vesteraal en has been chartered for 15 days

to conduct fisheries research in the eastern A eutian |slands between
Uni mak Island and the Island of Four Muntains (long. 165°Wto 170°W
in depths between 20 and 300 m Loadi ng and equi pnent setup wll
begin on May 13 in Dutch Harbor and the charter period will end on
May 27. Qperations for the 2002 Al eutians Island survey wil

comrence i mredi ately upon conpl etion of the research operations.

OBJECTI VES
The research objectives of this cruise include

1. Quantitative examnation of the relationshi ps between sedi nment
type, food availability and fish distribution, and

2. Col l ection of acoustic information to establish a range of
sedinent types likely to be encountered in future survey
efforts to be used in sediment and habitat classification
efforts.

METHCDS AND CGEAR

Five relatively small area (100 - 300 knt) will be sanpled over two
to three day intervals. Sanpling will be conducted at depths rangi ng
from20 to 300 m The first phase of sanpling at each location wll
consi st of several bottom grabs and video canera drops. Bottom grabs
will be collected with 0.05 ntf Ponar grabs. Benthic infauna,

sedi nent grain analysis and total organic carbon sanples will be
collected fromthe grab sanpl es.

The second phase of sanpling at each location will consist of a
series of 15 mnutes trawls. Trawl catches will be sorted, wei ghed
and enumerated by species. Biological information (length and
stomach contents) will be collected for sone species. Fauna that
cannot be readily identified inthe field will be collected for
positive identification. Al other organisns collected will be
returned to the water as soon as possi bl e.

Standard survey bottomtrawing will be conducted with four seam

hi gh- openi ng pol yet hyl ene Nor’ eastern traw s equi pped w th rubber
bobbin roller gear. This standard survey trawl has a 27.2 m headrope
and 36.7 mfootrope consisting of a 24.9 mcenter section with
adjacent 5.9 mflying wing extensions. Accessory gear for the



Nor’ eastern trawl includes 54.9 mtriple dandylines and 1.8 X 2.7 m
steel V-doors wei ghing approxi mately 850 kg each. The projected
catches listed in table 1 were estimated fromtraw catch per unit
effort data using sinilar gear at sinilar tinmes of year (April -
June) in the portion of the sanpling areas within Steller sea lion
critical habitat areas (figure 1). Species with estinated total
catches less than 10 kg were elimnated fromthe table.

| TI NERARY
May 13 First day of charter, begin |loading and setup in Dutch
Har bor, Al aska
May 15 Begi n research operations
May 27 End research operation and return to Dutch Harbor.

SCl ENTI FI C STAFF AND AFFI LI ATI ONS
F/ V Vest er aal en

DATES: May 13 - May 26
PORTS: Dutch Harbor to Dutch Harbor

FPC Mchael Martin AFSC
Bill Flerx AFSC
Mei - sun Yang AFSC
Nat e Raring AFSC
Robi n Harrison AFSC
Steve Syrjala AFSC
CGeorge CGronin AFSC

Abbr evi ati ons

AFSC - Al aska Fi sheries Science Center
FPC - Field Party Chief

For further information, contact Dr. Gary Stauffer, Director, Resource
Assessnent and Conservation Engineering Division, Al aska Fisheries Science
Center, National Marine Fisheries Service, 7600 Sand Point \Way Nort heast,
Seattle, Washington, 98115-0070. Tel ephone (206) 526-4170.




